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Nation." But no sooner was the proclamation published in the
Polish papers than the Austrian authorities retaliated by placing
them under the severest censorship.
A plea by the Committee addressed to Austria for the estab-
lishment of a Polish State in union with Austria-Hungary had
been refused some three weeks before by Burian, Foreign Minister
of the Dual Monarchy. Vienna could do nothing without Berlin,
and as a definitive agreement favourable to Austria was lacking,
the hopes of the Austrophils were vain. One Pole saw this clearly—
Pilsudski. He and the Independentists had been collaborating
with the Austrophils, though not without recurring dissensions
regarding recruiting for the Legions in the occupied parts of
Russian Poland; Pilsudski wished this recruiting stopped, but in
this was opposed by Sikorski, the head of the Military Depart-
ment of the Supreme National Committee, who thought that a
million recruits for the Austrian Army could be got from the
Congress Kingdom, an estimate that did not escape the notice of
the German High Command.
PILSUDSKI DENOUNCES GERMANY
As soon as Pilsudski heard of the proclamation of the Supreme
National Committee, and knew that it was sending some of its
members to Warsaw, he immediately decided to go there. Leaving
the front secretly, he arrived in Warsaw on August 15, 1915.
Next day he attended a meeting in the flat of Sliwinski, among
those present being Thugutt, Michael Sokolnicki, and other
leading men of the Polish Left in the Congress Kingdom, Pil-
sudski spoke on the situation, dwelling chiefly on the differences
between himself and the Supreme National Committee, the lack
of good faith on the part of the Central Powers on the Polish
Question, and the undesirability of getting fresh recruits in such
circumstances for the Legions as contrary to the interests of the
Nation.
In Wspomniema Legjonozue (Recollections of the Legions), a
work presenting a history of the force, B. Wieniawa-Dlugos-
zowski stated that Pilsudski's remarks were received with
amazement by the others, one of whom said to him; "If we

